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1 AFP NOVEMBER 16 CARRIES STORY BEGINNING "FRENCH AUTHORITIES 
IN DJIBOUTI, ACCORDING TO A LOS ANGELES TIMES DESPATCH FROM 
ASSAB, ETHIOPIA, PREVENTED AN AMERICAN DESTROYER, DURING THE 
ARAB ISRAELI WAR, FROM LEAVING PORT AND THUS AVOIDED A POSSIBLE 
NAVAL INCIDENT BETWEEN EGYPTIAN AND AMERICAN SHIPS IN THE 
RED SEA." STORY CONCLUDES THAT "LOS ANGELES TIMES CORRESPONDENT 
BELIEVES IT WAS THIS INCIDENT WHICH RESULTED IN US NAVAL 
COMMAND DECIDING TO SEND AIRCRAFT CARRIER HANCOCK, ESCORTED 
BY FIVE DESTROYERS, INTO INDIAN OCEAN DURING ME WAR." 

THE US JOURNALIST ADDED THAT "THIS AFFAIR COULD EXPLAIN 
IN PART THE TENSION WHICH HAS MARKED FRANCO-AMERICAN 
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2. SUBSEQUENT TO RECEIPT REFTEL, EMBASSY AND DAO HAD 
THOROUGH, INFORMAL DISCUSSIONS OF INCIDENT WITH, RESPECTIVELY, 
FOREIGN MINISTRY AND FRENCH NAVY. CONCLUSION OF DISCUSSIONS 
WAS TOTAL AGREEMENT THAT THERE HAD BEEN NO INCIDENT BETWEEN 
US NAVY AND FRENCH AUTHORITIES IN DJIBOUTI, THAT US NAVY 

WAS GRATEFUL FOR USE OF DJIBOUTI FACILITIES AND FOR CORDIALITY 
SHOWN US NAVY DURING DJIBOUTI SHIP VISITS. 

3. ON BASIS REFTEL, IF QUERIED ABOUT AFP STORY, EMBASSY WILL 
REPLY "THIS STORY IS NOT TRUE; THE FRENCH GOVERNMENT DID NOT 
INTERFERE WITH THE MOVEMENTS OF ANY US NAVAL VESSEL IN THE ME". 
DEPARTMENT AND OTHER ADDRESSEES MAY WISH TO TAKE SIMILAR LINE. 
IF NOT, PLEASE ADVISE. WE HAVE COORDINATED WITH FOREIGN 
MINISTRY AND FRENCH NAVAL AUTHORITIES NOVEMBER 16 ON AFP STORY. 
THEY WILL TAKE SIMILAR LINE IF QUERIED BY PRESS.IRWIN 
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